maintain that a sizable amount of geographic variation exists, especially in transitional house forms.
A shortcoming of the book is the near absence of data derived from the archaeological record. The development of archaeology in the Arctic proceeded hand in hand with the development of ethnography, and as such, many of the early works drawn upon by Lee and Reinhardt make reference to prehistoric house forms (unoccupied houses). For example, in ''Contributions to the Ethnology and Anthropogeography of the Polar Eskimos'' (1910), H. P. Steensby provides a comparison between previously used and in-use houses. He posits environmental change (e.g., depletion in whale populations) as a possible cause for some of the changes in house form. The inclusion of this type of data would undoubtedly help readers (particularly nonarchaeologists) to develop a better understanding of the dynamic nature of Eskimo architecture.
All criticism aside, the book is well illustrated with numerous photographs and sketches of floor plans, house shapes, and more (often two or three illustrations per page). The inclusion of vignettes from the historical sources helps to lighten the heavier chapters and make the book more readable. For those wanting more, the authors provide additional details in extensive chapter endnotes. Overall, this book is a good reference on early historic Eskimo architecture and would make a nice contribution to arctic historians' and archaeologists' libraries. 
